Rt Hon Caroline Spelman MP 

Secretary for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

Defra
Nobel House
17 Smith Square
London
SW1P 3JR
And to: 

Lord Henley
Parliamentary Under- Secretary of State for DEFRA

Defra
Nobel House
17 Smith Square
London
SW1P 3JR
*This is only a suggested form of words. Wood Green strongly recommends you personalise this letter to increase its effectiveness* 

Dear Secretary of State/Minister 

I am writing to you as a dog owner/dog lover to ask you to support Wood Green’s campaign calling on the Government to make permanent identification (microchipping) compulsory for the 8 million dogs living in the UK.   In addition, to introduce a requirement for owners’ details to remain up to date on a national database. 

{If your dog has ever been lost or stolen and then been successfully returned to you because of its microchip please insert here or as a responsible dog owner, explain why you believe it is important for your dog to be microchipped}
I believe that compulsory microchipping is an important animal welfare issue and will help enhance the return of stray dogs to their owner – currently only half of dogs found are returned to their owner out of these 35% are because of their microchip.  The distress and upset of losing a dog for even five minutes is a truly traumatic experience as I am sure any dog owner would tell you.  Microchipping provides me with peace of mind that should I ever lose my dog, there is a much greater chance of him/her being returned to me quickly.  In addition, microchipping is now considered to be part and parcel of responsible dog ownership, just like not allowing your dog to foul, and is the 21st century version of the collar and tag, but with more permanency and insurance. 
  

I would urge you and your department to consider introducing regulations which would make microchipping compulsory for all dog owners in the UK as a priority to help improve animal welfare. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Yours sincerely 

xxxxxxxxxxxxx

